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1k Elland IS ard breathes Span. His paremts moved fo New Ash

Green, Kenl, e anly entlee village 1o be planned by Span, in 1565, The

famiiby oved 1o Mancbesied i 1o7o bub free years later thesy packed wp and, you
ppuested L moved Dath Patick was a Span kg, 1 pust saw everywnere eise s

nursuial. | lived im @ Spen house, went shopeeg ina Soan shopping certre and

;. .r-ll.l.'ll'. 16 fehal in 8 Soan schodl,” he tells me, 1T wnsnt ong nefore he was luned
Bback. Aler years of renting grotty accommpdation In London, Pateick and his
| Bioariner, Alison Dakbey, moved il thew Charming Burgalow in New Ash Green
Bus Parrich®s bnieqesd in ihe sckeme doesn't siop ihere, He really s “Mr Sgan'
snd maist be the authammy an its history. Having begum his pam retearch info the
erigd in wpgr (Patrick is a5 acchiteciane ard design hesioean and leclurer], he's

no weorking on 4 book and exhibilson on ihe cubject (alpegesde Medl hngham,

mang others, whase house also beatures in this iscsue), it thenelone comes x5 no

urprise that Pabrick would wand 1o lhve in & Span house, But going back o
hee youtse groem uo? i's not far evaryene. "Thase were guesions.” e says
Should | ga back to my old village? We weighed upwhat we could afoed Eo bay

BN and out ol Londan, as well a5 keowing thal thes was our galy chanoe (o by an

architect-designed house.” 5o, like many, Patrick anid Alison decided 1o lade
thiedr highfalutin standands cutisde Londomn and Span fiched the bl

Thedr eaacEing expeifalions led 1o (he chalce ol 4 busgalow. Th Coupss
niald affoed a thred-bed Bowdd inike village Bull they plamped (o a tao-bed
emi-deiached bungalow. They paiied up FMode 55608 55 WeEll 35 0 upstalrs
ey The bungalow had had one oemer who was a 5pan devoles, meaning
thart alll the original ftings wene infact, Pairick and Alisas didn’t wani a house
hal hatd been stripped of a8 ks good bBils. Therd woid ofiginal dodrs,
wimdows, taps, tiles, handles and a pargueet foar that had been hidden undes
Axminster for 30 years, Pagrick's grin says 8 all. The ariginal kitchen siill
axisis. as does the arlginal bathroom swile (made by Boyal Dowlbas, me snehg
t siill looks brand new), eccent foe the bollel seal, whish is a 1oy in lsell

Eecomtly, the seal Fnally caved In and Bad 10 bé réplaced. Exby, vou [RiRk
Mo dewwn o this local DY store. But thimgs ane newer that casy where Span
g ParEcE are cancermed, He was after a replica, 8 had 1o be black and ook

paelty mach 1he same as the Last ane, "You can't buy black todlet Leatd thege

s, he cayvs, "wiedl, ones thal hasren't got scalleped edres!” Ookh, Span and
sealloped odpes. Any frue devoles knows that the twa just dom't ga, 56
Palibtk go1 o6 (he sk, The old ioilet seat st had M3 cnginal maker s $S1amep
im0 hié (raced the companyg S im Dusingss in Mancnesier, Remarkably, It »
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GRAND GUIDE: 5PAN




